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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:
November 9-13:

Fall Break - No school for students or staff

November 16: First day back after Fall Break
November 17-18: Picture Retake Day

Please see the UPDATED
STAY AT HOME GUIDE:
When do I keep my child
home?

Click on the image for a larger view

Hello Westboro Families
Welcome to a new (in every way) school year! We are hoping to run another Christmas
giving campaign this year for families in need. This has been a tough year for many but an
even more difficult one for some. Last year we collected specific items for specific
families in and around Edmonton. This year, because of Covid 19, purchasing, handling
and delivering these items is not recommended. In light of that, we are hoping we can
purchase gift cards to be distributed to the same charitable group that we did last year.

Gift cards suggested are for the following:
*Grocery stores
*Restaurants
*Bus passes
*Wal Mart
*Any other ones that could be beneficial to providing a good Christmas, whether it be in
the form of food, travel or gifts.

We are asking that you begin thinking of what you may contribute towards many families
in need (please know this is optional). Perhaps next time you are at a till, or even shopping
online, we ask that you consider buying a gift card from that store for someone else. We
would like to drop these off to the organization early in December so that they may be
put in the right hands before Christmas. With this in mind, please have all gift cards
handed in to your homeroom teacher on or before

Monday, November 30, 2020.

Gift cards will be donated to the organization we supported last year. This group is called
"Hearts Thrift Store" or "The Christmas Campaign for Families in Need" (see both on
Facebook). We will not be adopting a family per se but will give these cards to Teresa
Roque who heads up these groups and they will be distributed as needed. If you are a
family in need, feel free to reach out to this organization. Every year, more and more
families seek her help for necessities and everyday things. It is sad to hear, but we are
happy to help, even in a small way!

Thank you for your generosity, your kindness and your empathy. We are a strong school full
of warriors with very big hearts! Take good care everyone. Stay healthy and happy and
may you be blessed by this giving as much as myself and others are!

Stacey Bouwers (on behalf of our Christmas committee: Mary Christenson, Sherry
Cameron, Cheryl Reyburn and Shawna Resalat)

November 20th is National Child Day!
This year’s theme is ‘Children have the right to be seen and heard’.
You can find some information about recognizing this day from Strathcona County here.
Here you will find some events that are being organized nationally.
The Alberta information can be found here. This article has 6 ways to celebrate National Child
Day and you may wish to share this with families. Wear

blue and show your support for children’s

rights around the world!

Inclement Weather
With the winter season almost here, we want to remind families to dress children appropriately
for the weather when getting ready for school or the bus. The weather often changes
unexpectedly throughout the day, so please select suitable outerwear and ensure your child is
prepared for changing conditions. If inclement weather conditions occur, Elk Island Public
Schools (EIPS) advises families of any bus cancellations using various communications tools,
which may include automated-telephone messages, alerts posted on www.eips.ca and school
websites, through the Bus Status app, Twitter, Facebook and on Versatrans My Stop. Morning
bus cancellations are posted on www.eips.ca by 6:30 a.m. Decisions regarding bus
cancellations are guided by EIPS administrative procedures that states, “school bus service may
be suspended…when Environment Canada reports a temperature of -40 C.” Other reasons for
suspending or delaying school bus services include adverse weather and poor road conditions.
When school bus services are suspended, schools remain open to students. EIPS believes
families have the right and responsibility to make choices for their children based on their
beliefs and perceptions of safety during times of inclement weather. For more information,
contact EIPS Student Transportation at 780-417-8151.

Strathcona County Christmas Bureau Referrals
If you know a family in need who might benefit from a Strathcona Christmas Bureau delivery this
holiday season, submit a referral. Your name, and the names you refer, are kept in strict
confidence. You can make a referral by contacting the
The referral deadline is

Hamper Co-ordinator at 780-918-2521.

November 25.

Alberta Health Services Information
Refer to the links below to access resources for the school community and their families.

School Immunizations during COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions

Back to School During COVID-19

Strathcona County Information
Youth Painting Parties
The Strathcona County Youth Connect program has scheduled a handful of upcoming Youth
Painting Parties throughout the fall break. Scheduled dates include November 10, 12 and 13 at
various locations—including a virtual option. Register here.

Safe. Supported. Connected.
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused stress, hardships, and pressure for Strathcona County
residents in ways some may have never experienced before. Trying to balance everything can
feel overwhelming. Strathcona County Family and Community Services is here to support you
through these challenging times. If you’re stressed about finances, parenting, or just need to
talk, call us at 780-464-4044.
Click here for more information.

Reach Out Speak Out
November is Family Violence Prevention
Month in Alberta. Strathcona County is
supporting the community by highlighting
#WHERETOTURN as part of a campaign
called Reach Out Speak out. Family violence
is the attempts by one person in an intimate
relationship to dominate and control the
other. Family and Community Services is here
to support - if family violence is affecting
your life, learn where to turn or how to help
someone you care about. We all have a role
to build a safe, supported and connected
community •strathcona.ca/SCspeakout
780-464-4044.
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